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THE PERFORMANCE OF RHETORICAL
KNOWLEDGE

Hihie Jocus ol seodern Aristatelinn criticiss wins 1o assess the ehlicacy ol o speaker's chosen instrunenis
O perswasion and e perspeaive of Burkein eviticism shified toward exposing drnatisteally ragic
rralegios of idemification, cach inclined criticiam toward producing koowledge adast vhetorieat pricrice.

hat is, cviticisne was dicocted ausward an rheoricd constractions as ohicas of waderstonding instend of
’§ I

Owarel ws a4 performance of dhetoried konowledge, thgtavical prctice was constened as 3 topic o
westigate tatfier than embaced os 0 ddiniog propeity uf crinclsm isef, he intes was o produce a
sdy of veliable s velntively stable knowledge abous the svaitable areins of perssasion, teir implemen-
Hton, s the resalting influciice on our Tives. Rheroieal knos lodge was 1o hecome “disciplingd™
wotigh critivism ratber than pesforueed by ceitics, therghy teselving the inherem wnlriguity of thic lenm
Botarical criticism™ hy treating practice as the abjeat al stisly and eriticism as a et langimige i he
st for kioscledge, Criteism siskoed Tosing fis identiny however, by discegarding its own “rherarh y.”

M evidicising is simpltneousty e enaciest and g seprescitition of readity-defining practices, i
tHotnmnee prodiees knowledge of dhctorical pr

is that stouegically JrrosHes one iierest over
wither, The danger in firgeuing (or conserivisdy ignoring) the observation et knowledge is
wlornance, especially inthe case ol ictorical critoism, et casily be vverstated hecawse it gocs to
e deliviional core of the lield's particular conteibution schofarship. Criticisn decs not simply teacl
about a piven rhictorical practive; it rerches its subject with intent 1o isfigence a favger sense of
upriety, i shupe a viion of workable optioes, and generally o interprot the signficance al symbolic
e s influcnce isa lunction ol i ows theiorienl gendis, and thus iomay beeone ihe sulyject ol coitical
anstenection sl characlesizition sty tioe competing (o ditferemy interests are af stake.
As aehetor, the critic cen veinforce our disdplisany practices, cuvich aur aprecivion of particolar
tevements, dudlonge onr prized conventfons, or stisulate sur inighistiose—infucncing o collective
ascionsness et extends Bsell oo the dlassspom mul througle oilar mcelin ol conpmniiy-buifding

v sistnees, Ulaes, o eritie's perfornpmes ol vheioeioal kaserledge na essirdly fvents whas it seaches,
i mutkes cach usighs beter adiapted e some sudiences i others sl neore appropriate in ane
sty Benioer, A mubiplicity of vidves insteres a diversity ol knowledge, which keeps criticisin
lheeately shetmital, Oiherwise, we tonteadiel ourselves by msinsining 2 prewence of speaking
nelietarically alano rhielorie. Retaining a dyoamic sense of rhetorical scholarship-—its scope, s
thod,wend its fadings—insores against losing sight of what makes i valuable and distine.

" Phe erities who practice fnihis isssee of The {uirterly fourual of Speech dewmonsinte (he vange and
ity o rhetorieal knosledge on subjeoss Both Buniliar wodd obscore, Badbng fine bouks in huan skin
he treated yhetariealy 1o cevend cue social fnseonities regnrding ihe power of the text 1 discipling
Brely. Good reasons for rejecting an onmipotent sid compassionaie (o, and for establishiog instead
wperative relationship in which God and hemanity recrente one anuther, are found 1o exist in (he
sical form of Leonaed Bernstein's Kaddish Sympliony. A vase sipedy of commuuicative praciices i the
v-deliner Gevsan Democratic Republic sonceptuddizes frony us a sategy of political change that
cerhated die tensions Telween ofticiut discourse aul daily expericnee, Asel o presicdent's vilinubng
mitend o “balace,” we lemm, strctaeed his Breweli addeess explicitly amd fpliciily as be
med to constreain the innovations of bis suceessor, Each criiol's thetoncal performance advanees an
ferstmnding of s hictovical pracrice that speaks ro the inrerosts sl pavticulivr adicnces while addvessing
ider conpnuniy of selolirs, Collecively, these critivs reallirm our commuon indefest in subjects as
Hitdomak as presideniial public adidrgss and contirm onr ncrcasing desive to explore unconventional

struciimes of rhetorieal knowfedge. To every case, we are caricied Grofuld by remenbering the
ntial rhetovicity ol a critic’s insighis.

“Robert L. Ivie
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THE BODY OF THE TEXT:
LITERACY’S CORPOREAL CONSTANT

Carolyn Marvin

Veaple wimnt to kuesw why Edo this, why 1 weiie soehy peveess st ke teetelb thene T have the
heint ol asinall hoy—asud [ keepinin it on my desk,
Rehert Bloch, author of Psyehn!

OPULAR and specialist nations of literacy alike conceive of the uman body as

physically and socially detacted from Fterate practice. Though literacy canno
be tuught or practiced widhout bodics, bodies have rarely been considered as «
relevimt dimension of literacy theory. That bodies are thought  be irrelevam o
literacy, or capable of corrupting it, is a useful fiction, In fact, bodies are displayed or
concealed ar dilferent levelds in literate practice to accomplish sociad work, namely, to
focate their owners in s social wnd moral vrder, A wark of litcrate connpetence is skill
in disguising or erasing the contibution ofone’s own hody to the process ol textual
production and practice. A mark of litcraie poweris the freedon o command other
hodies tor texwal display or concealment, as the vecasion warrants, T this paper we
will use the term guibodied literacy to refer 1o the set of hodily routines. associated
with text in_the service of social stratilication. We shafl suggest the concepeual
refevance of embodied literacy o a discourse of social and cultural borders'plaved
outin the wisual avocation of some late pineteenth- and early twendeth-century
collectors for acquiring fise books bound in human skin, Qur examination of this
practice is intended as a contribution to a theoretics of the body in fiteracy, Literacy
we conceive to be a set of variable and culturally specific techniques for organizing,
expressing, and performing sotial refationships around the intersction of toxis and
bodies. .

For some time the hody has been the focus ofa paradigm in which it is hoth a
classifying social metaphor and a locus of social action where strugyles [or doming-
tion are plaged out. "Uhese two views of the body, as representation and agent, have
been articulated by a number of wiilers inc!ur,ling Nurbert Elias, Michel Foucault,
Mary Douglas, James Clifford, George E. Marcus, Francis Barker, and Bryan

Turner? Insofar as bodies ave permanently deposited in social processes, they must

be dealt with and managed in literate practice as in afl others. The berdy filtered
through literacy and positioned in terms of it is a social sorting device, part of a
system for creating, perpetrating, and justifying the atocation of honor, purity, and
poweér as social resources,
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Fhongh the body has not been thearized as an dement of literate practice,
fmportatn, suggestions sbout i relation o lext are comtained in recent scholacly
work about the contribation of the repressed but persistently re-cinergent hody to
ile formation of a sensibility described as wodern or bourgeois. Much of this work
focuses on the history of art and medicine, sites, respectively, of clite expression
aboul bodies and elite acts upon them. Notable in this vegard is Michael Fried's
anatysis ol both Thomas Fakins's puinting of The Glinic of Sannel Chass ag an allegory
comparing surgeey and paintog, and of Steplien Crand's fiction as a sell-reflexive
allegenry about the author as a corporeal agent in the production ol his owno writing. !
The work of Francis Barker cones closest to the thesis presented here 1is
discassion of RembirandUs paintisg The Anatomy Lesson of Dro Nicolaas Tulp as
“emblematic ofa social reorgasization ol the body argues that cserging seventeerth-
century textual practices substituted a sell-disciphined, private subjectivity for the
subjected specalir hody ola pre-capitadist cra. Barker's thesks iy be too sweeping,
for textualized structres ol anthority and cocrcion are unsiable and imperiled by

the body booany era. The body is an auavoidable, rehellious cloment not ondy of

bourgeois, bt every other socally organized Hie, I textis a dusaacterisiic bourgeois

device to manage ad coutrel bodics, i has varely been a trivmphanst one. The

textuabized hody is less divided or eliminated, as Barker suggests, than i s
concealed. Nor does sell-discipline exhaust the range of controls visited upon bodies
in a textualized world. 1t is not so much that bourgeois bodies disappear, as that the
pattern of their textual conedalment and display reveals gldtld[i()ilS and contrasts in
the power oFspme bodies with respect to others.

The absence of the body as a topic for examination by contemporary theories of

literacy suggests the Jarger fnvisibilny of the body within academic (hought and
practice, which ave highly idestilicd with literate modes, Why is it that acadensicians
are trpilice as aseetics, comitempluous of bodies or notin covtrul of their ownr As
Mary Louise I'rait has put it, commenting on the prolessional eode with which
anthiragobogists vitally devalue actobiographical accounts that testily o the unigue
bodily presence ol the cilinographer in a fidld sciing, while clevating the ab-
stracted, detached Tormal c[himgl"lphim that constitule professionad capital: "1ow,
one asks constandy, could such hcresting people dotag sach interesting dings
produce such dudi books? Whi did they ]mvc 10 do to themselves?t

DIEFINUTIONS OF LITERACY: MISSING PARTS

A theoretics of the body in literacy requires Some elemental and preliminary
assertions about bodily practice and ])L‘i'f%)rm;mcc in refation o netions about
literate competence and power, The first is that all bodies are disciplined with
respect to diterncy, Some are disciplived by using it and somc dare disciplined to keep

away from 1t Socal distinctions based i literate practice have long been used o
identily and equip, or disequip, those who must use up and expeiid their bodies in
physical work, and those with the relative discretion o preserve and protect the
physical budy from labor and havdship, Ficonad, Biographical, ped;ahuhi(n%. and
ather socializing aceouts of literacy ‘;m,s,ul{cz sty dU[)l:lg wedninisnin which those
with access o powerlul fiterate currencies Im:n {0 conceal their bodies in the
producton wnd manipubivion of Derate sighd thrgugl ((mly strafegeins of el

foiitrol. As a result, the preserved body is fess socially visible in the practices and

§
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products of Titeracy tha the more visible hut less socially esteemed hedy of illitere: ]

For exampte, the hody associused sirhy Teracy is not soiled and does not dispeo
Hsellin condisions in which it can casity become soifed. I wears a clean white colla
The body ol ilhteracy wears a blue collar that may become soiled and makes i
presence knowsn by producing an odor of sweat and toil. This mechanisi of displa
and conceabent constitages a principal organizing tl)n,tms( for nn examination s
the sociafly stradilied bodyin Tievacy, —
As long ws literate skills were consideved exclusively front o cogtiitive or mentali
e perspective, oral expression and practice, which are more visibly attaeched o th
hody, could be set aside as a distinet and listorically priov stage ol jntellecn,
development. Cualtures coubd be characterized as fiterate ov oral, The key distiog o
Tay in the claim that Fiterate “thought' is abstract and generalizing, whicle is o s
disembodicd, compared 1o the concrete and particulas “thought” of tie crubodie
voice. Recent reconceptializaions ol Heracy as a dimension of cultare rather the
cogailion lave véfocused the taditional hright-ling distingction hetween oraliny an
Hiteracy, since oral practices ave eseparably bound up with textual ones, and b
division ol labor between them s shilting and complex” “T'o ke the simple
exaunple, it is limpossible to wach children w read without engaging treiv Bodic
that s, without talkiig 1o thom. Eiloris to ¢éliminale evidence of the hudy's contribn
tion to textual pmdurli(m are effurts to minimize the visibifity ol the body in literar
practice and to refect certaiy classes olsocially despised budies. As a kind of negatit
xdml ol what hiter ,1() is 1o, md]xty lm l)ccn dtl([ Continucs o be, L!lr: slgn 1;! Wit

]ll( e c,mupcwn((f.‘

A dmportant batlmark of systctus of literate control is the comdinemoent ol
Body in pursuit of seriptive status and power, 1o the economy of signs that regalan
the relationship between body and Lext, the body is depicted as straggling again
text, Fhose who ave litete struggle with their own bodies, o witl the bhelies -
thase wheose lf]llu.li) is taken as asign that they are in need of cantrol Bie th
systemy, the suppression of the body constitutes the condition and prereguisice B
literate acticvement. Such mechanisims ave part and parcel of teachibg Brevaey 1
children, who must learn what bodily parts and postures ave cotmected o litera:
practice, and what restvaiots must be visited on movement and the body Far the sal
of fiterate practice” Prose itsell is a hiterate language believed by the texin

costunitics that yvalue it to be most expertly perfornted when the hody 1h }.,‘ \/

produced it does not appesr in QL™ At its most formal and scholarly, prose h.
traditionally been distinguished lvom speech, or language in which bodily agesicey
undeniable, by displaying no trace of dialect, pitch, gender, none of the voc !
hesitandies (h;lt characterize speech and, above all, ng trace ot the physical agony .
cgmposing it Well-formed prose should contain no evidence of sleepless nigln
binged 100(1 filled ashtrays, or hair rulfled in the service of wrranging resista
tetters on the page. While the mind is actively engaged i reading and wr iting, t 4
body is bullied, unnaturally, into quiescence. it rebels and behaves badiy. !
Teople who write at length wand in private spend hours Jocked in hattle witl the
hodics, TIe sieed To he Ted, comlarable, and Tesrel mmhmlngzml o
will distvact aned suhvert textual production. Literate wills strike back with ingenio

,\/
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body-destroying behaviors that are widely practiced and rarely ackinowledged. 1o
addition Lo putting peo w paper or Goger to key, skinis pulled and scratched, nails,
lips, and mustaches are bitten, noses, ears anel faces are picked, Angernails are
pecled, Trair is plucked and twisted. “Even when passages seemed (o come easily,”
Anmie Dillard writes, “the manuseript revealed the usual signs of strugglhe—
Llomdstains, teethimarks, gashes, and baras”™ “No sooner was | seated than my
head filled with fog,"” weote Jean-Paul Sartre. "1 chewed at my nails and Browned 12
T addition W the oedead visited by iteracy on the Batding, sultering body, there
e

arce strong associntions between literacy and @ range of tabuo |)ud|i) behaviors. Not
the Teast ol these is laking {iiuga since writing prevides the occasion and the sociaf
excuse for ingesting addictive substances such as nicoting, caffeine, and aleohiol, 1o
name the legal ones. Dakliin provides a vivid example, having been said to lave
smoked his own work, the prospectus, preparatory sections, and conclusion of a lost
project on the Bildrwagsronan when cigarette papers were i short supply in Russia
during Worldd War 1LY For some writers sastiobation is a conunon compulsion,
deseribed at fengiyin die |n'1\';alv_im|rnulq u('[nlm Cheever WL :\tnh'n mn}' Tave

|1.m(lm ltnu{ Qs 1§1Ly glioy e swell ol thély awn Girts, 15 1 iter racy wmmjl) prracliced
‘or, more Ilkcly pr acticed by the wrong people, has been said w pn_upitdto ilness
and bodily mataise. The Ladies” Guide of Des Moines inforaed its readers in 1882
that “reading of a characier to stimulate the emotious and rouse the passions. may
produce ov increase a tendency w uterine congestion.” Further, “the novel-devotee
is as much a slave as the opiunt-cater or the inebriate.”'® Literate acts aim at
dissociating mind from body. To practice literacy is, at the very least, to disguise and
repudiate the body. At most, itis o damage or destroy it physically, morally, aad
emotionally. Leon Polinkov quotes survivor wstimony lrowm Auschwitz where knowl-
edye of hodily destruction could be managed only within the frame ol an enotional
control associated with lileracy:

The glew Tiom the cemaieies cotdd never be eseapreds amd yer "with i calmess ol a
citizen veading his newspajrer,” the deporices told cach oldier e iz imoining how nany
vomveys id arvived, haw many people bad bewns gassede—thic day's ngws7

The meaning of literacy must be (‘nulinu:msly inforred and deduced rom the set
of human relationships that texts express in the norms and practices, lexical und
social, which surround them as conununicasive oljects, The fact that the body is as
constant an element of literate practice us text isell nmakes it a stable reference point
around whidi to observe lterate practices as cubtural plenomena.'® If (exts are not
as distinctly mavked ofl from the performative and evocative acts of bodies as they
are assumed or destred to be, if literacy is not exclusively a mental skill, any
conceptual shilt Lo the notion of literacy as an cmbodied practice has importaut
consequences. To give bodily routines and practices associated With textual display
and performance their due, it is necessary to extend lteracy studties to wpics tha
have excited little interest or legitimacy in exarninations of literacy as a cognitive
skill.

Consicder as. a test case a contemporary event in American fiteracy: the Tate-
LaBiianca murders committed by members of the Chartes Manson family in 1969,
Among the facts reported to an attentive public were that PIGS had heen written in

Y D
AN | f
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‘_Sll;li oz ane's Blood on g owal it ber hovse, DEATINTO PIGS was written in b

on (TEWAME o The LabBranca hrousd "aTong with HEALTER SKELTER. a Be
leric, misspelled. WAIR was also carved into the chiest ol anotlrer victin, 1
LaBianca, In his autobiograply, the Manson Gomby patiarch vecaled limselt
iliiterate pinap, linking the most debased of flerae conditions 1o the deyy
accapration of traflicking in Mesh ' I Manson's sel-oathing suggests the owen:
comstitions o a demonalogy shout the perils of iHiteracy, these particudars of
Tate-LaBiance murders are exoeine examples ofa conventional sisdom that Ta
to perlorm according (o nornative fleracy standards is # serious social disqeak
tion fron the life ol modern commuritics. But what accounts for our special sho
Floody writing os the wall, a0 spectacle that makes grisle o ders stifl
horrifying: And ol vur selielf that Flealter Skelter is misspelled Perbhags i is tha
Bloody alphabet makes too explicit the Bak from westto Hesh, o link thin distar
moral and socal order arganized by degrees of hodily sepeation.

ANTHROPODERMTC BIBIOPEGY

An cquidly drmmatic, but far more wnexpected. example of Hedh joined m
provides the occasion o examine this connecton i deptly: the historical prracti
binding books with the human integument, a practice professionsl bookioer
anthiopodermic hibliopegy, a textually esotervic ternt of art,™ In popudar rone
ness, the historical manufacture of antifacts from homan skin is inscriber!
condensed symbol of the terror of the Nazi reghine over enemies and outeas
populur source velates that Tlse Koch, wife of the commandant of Buchen:
ordered prisuners with tiioos o be executed and their skins procesivd
Lenpshades, walets, and book bindings.?® Another says the S8 uscdd human st
uranifacture saddles, Tuupshades, viding breeches, and hook covers.™ We wa
krow more. Did the Nazis invent this process or leurn it elsewhere? So strong 1
symbolic elficacy of Nazisma in the late twentieth century that its mere menti
connection with hooks hawnd in T skin saggesis o sellevident ctindugy, the
rehable cvidence of Nazis usiing the skins ol corpses to bind books is chrsive,

Theve are earlier syurces than this lor the practice of binding books in o
skin. Moveover, scattered ox: unp!u. of books, for which the claim is pade that
were hound in lmnmn hide muostly in the late ninetcenth cenlury, exist in a m
of public and private collections. There is also a targe, il fragmentars, antigu,
literature about binding the hwman integument as an exotic indulgence of
collectors and other high culiure denizens. The Tierature of binding fine hon
human hide is a diy subtet of a more dramatic popular fiterature o the ue
which flaved human skin has been put, The most extensive English-language s
on anthropodermic bindings of which [ am aware is an unpublished monog
writtew by hibliographic historian Lawrence S, Thomypson in 1949.5 1 ks coned
chicfy with detailing s authenticating its many examples, no easy sk, e
there is nothing percepribiy ohvious about a book hound in human skin (o su
its composition, in this iteralure the magical naiure of the subject matter m
especially difficult 1o distinguish Tantasy Grom lact.

Among texts falsely claimed to be bound in human skin is a volume o
incunabula collection ol the Lilvary of Congress. Scrutinivne Scripfuarinm is the
1o have been written by a priest of tie Abbey of Burgos, Pablo de Sanra M



134
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF SPEECH MAY 14

converted rabbi, who died in 1435, The volume i5 one ol 3,000 ninuscrips in the
Vollbelw collection, including the Saint Blasius-Saint Paul Guatenbery Bible, pur-
chased in 1930 from Otto HLF. Voltbebr, a German industrial chemist and war
profiteer, for $E5 nillion, After Vollehr spent five or six thousand doblars of this
sun 1o ditasce dssues of a pro-Nuzi tract called Meworaadion, e was deported,
reporiedly on the fast boat from New York to Germany before the outbresk ol war ¥
Vollbehr daimed that the old wooden boards of the large folio volume, helieved o
have heen prined at Strasbourg in 1469, were covered with hunwan skin in the
nincteenth century, In the wake of persistent rwomors, the Librarvy of Congress sent
the vohime for testing 1o the FI, which determined that the skin was ox or hull,

Houghiton Library at Harvard, Lane Medicad Library at Stankerd, Van Pelt
Eibrary at the University of Pennsylvaaia, the Bouston Athenacum, and the New-
berry Library all hold volumes said 1o be bouad in honan skin?? Bonkbindings
made from the Tunn istegument duriag the Tate nincteenth or early twenticth
contury were sttached to rave or high culture texts. Their oniginagl collectors were
ofien medical praciitioners, a mnmber of whom tanued the skin e e Dindings
themselves, Several ol the inhabitaas of the sking in their andanoed state had been
null;,tm rrlicnts of these physician-coltectors, Signed, Taudwriiten notations by
ey (Tee Tander o collector appesr on the Nyleaves ol such volumes to astest (o thic
composition of the bindings. We may think of these texts as wodel, body-concealing
disphlys Ui'embugliq:ﬁ,ﬁw Human bodies were made quite erally o wexis by
physicians whuse power Lo textualize them in a variety of ways was 2 crilical clement,
we shall presently argue, in the emergence of medical pruciitioners as a rising
pro olessional class.

T I i Germany six eighteentli-century anatemical tracts by Bernhard
Siegfricd Albinus, published between 1736 and 1741 and sapplemented with rare
color-plate iHustrations by Jan Ladimiral, were bound in husan skin in a single
volttme, 2 The possessor of the Tlayed skin was probably Dr. Hans Withel Karl
Fricdenthal, whose e appears with that of the liustrator onoasilver repoussé
plague modeled and engraved by a promineat Weima sculptor and set into the
cover, The plague, i the forne of an ex lbris, displays Lwo stylized profbiles, a head
and a skull, both with "negroid” features. The end papers are of moleskin and the
fiyleal of molegray sitk. Anmer leatis inseribed 1 Gernan, "1TTis book was b
by me in b skin, Berlin, [ June 1910, Pawl Kersten.™ Kersten, a welk-known
binder, enjoyed a upumuon for skill i hiuman lml(hu work. According te his own
testimony, he had bound six such books. T he Albinus tracts were hound or iginallvin
white skin dyed black, pussibly Lo sysabolize vue of thein, On the lecalivn wnd coawse of
the color of Eihiopians and of other peoples. The volume was acquired in 1932 by
Stanford, where it is today. *? .

The Hougliton Library at Hayvaved holds snother book said to be bhound in

haman skin, Dex destindes de Cdme by Arséne Houssaye (1815-1896). A member of

fashionable French sodety during the Empire years ol Louis Philippe, Houssaye
earned his living as an essayist, critic, and novelist, and as Directm' of the Coniédie
Frangaise, This volume features an autograpl presentadion to “mon cher docteur
Bouland,” who had it beund sometime alter its publication w the 1880s i skin
“from the back of the unclaimed body of @ woman patient in a French mental
hospital who died suddenly ofapoplexy 7% The skin was not tanned into Teather but

t
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made into veltun and crafted into a (ali binding. Aw inscrted note by By, Boulan
reads:
Phis Boak is beune in pachmen mede from hesmas sking To display Bs chatacer noather
p decoration s placed e i 11 vxnmined carefully, the peres of he skin may easilv he
distinguished. A book on the huun soud deserves s owa oo covert | had fong aved
fior tire s pose this sk Brom i wonsan's back, 1Uis cavions how the daraer of die <Lin
vartes with the simmer of eatisent Phis volume may be compan e, o exasple, sith s

Yithe wobume thas T hase in my Bhravy, Sever's Pinarss de Vigheitati, also heasedin lonmien

skin b taomed in swonae, ™

The book was given 1o Fhavard in 1934 by John Batterson Stetsor, o (188114952
son ol the Philadelphia inventor snd manufacturer of tie Stetson hat.

A PECUTIAR TENBERCY OF MeN Mentcae,

AU east five anthropodermie hindings survive o Pliladelpbia. One was 1)
property ol Joseph Leidy (ER3Z-T801), 2 renowned medicat scholio and araioe
teacher, Four others belomped 1o John Stockion TTough (F8£5. 1900 & o
prowminen physicizen, Leids was o leading Amevicin mduralist of s dis . lailed
lis covniiy s most crnipent tcacher of T oatoms, Ameng his achiesesne
was o classic paper o the Tesstl horse of America, important contribtions on 1
strncture ol the liver, wmd the discovery and ohservation of tecdhina spiradis v pen
The founder of American verichrate paleontology. an expert on parasiialo;
helmithology, zoulogy, botany, mineralogy, anet grology, Loty reccived the Fa
medal fromr the Geological Soclety of London (1884) and the Cuvier medal fronn
Institute de France (1881). A tnember of some 40 prolessional honorary soeict
Leidvauthored sonie GO0 scicatilic netes and avticles, Avage M he taok vp e ol
of Professer of unro Asnstomy i the Medical Schaod it the University of T'eons
v, a post e ek [or the rest of his Tife, This Efemertary Preatie on e Anat:
(E86 1 was the aothoritetive text on tre sulject o half acemtney, Ths ashes cesich
weoppey nen ad the Wistor Institnge of the Universiry,

1101084, well helore the world had occasion to kiow about Nazi atrocitics, Te!
Caster Leidy, widow of Leids's nephew, presented o first eckitiont flwman nalo
half-bound in fiman skin, on behallof herselfand her chitdren to the Phitadelys
College of Physicians, Her hope was that this “cherished possession™ of Bee Tnasharn
mght e pliced on view for memhers angd visitors, ™ A Ih']c;ll'imrriplinn i e
hand states that the skin belonged 1o a soldier “who died in the great <onde
rebellion,” the likehy sum STRLy oF 50 mtopsics Leidy perforsned d
the war as an examining phisican at Sattertee Army General Hospitsl.

What sevt ef man was Leidv: What was the framework in which having a 1o
his owircreation bound in haman skin made sense? Gontemporary accounts part
Leidy as o kind and temperamentally civibzed human heing. lis fiiends s
were B anarveling “at is wondrons learning, or at wha he conkt doowith
eves. Dis hands, and His microseope.™ Al it one, a story abant the "pern
tendency of wen medical.” concerning the acquisition of two adipocer e or "peait
hodies Tor the Wistar and ilorner Museuns atthe university ™7 Leiddy idertilied b
in muscar records as vellow fever victins from 1792, a vear i whiclo there wae
yellow lever in Phitadelplia, The victims’ nanres appear ot no consus reconds,
the gravevard from which they were said to have been recovered never existe
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According 1o the story, the cargtaker ol the ceaetery spoke ol violaed priaves when
l,..(ridy asked for die bodies, but hinted he would release them o rcl;tlivcsl Lerdy
hired a furailwre wagon, caimed the Godies as those of his 2’[‘2]:1(”'{1[!\;31"'lll()l
grandigthier, and rewarded the caretaker generously. The Sh?]‘yhdﬂpi(‘{? 'standr':l‘c-l
grave-robbing praciices of the period by medical practitivners lor w]mln‘l ‘pggu ,3,;
corpses provided raw taterial for classroom demonsuations, T HEE
.}”;.‘“ Stockton Hough Tailed from an upper-crust Pennsylvania family descended
on his mother'’s side Trom u signer of the Dedlaratton nl"Imlupcmlc'm'c Rﬂirh;u-d
.()[t.)('.kiml. Phis farher's ancestor, Richard Hough, cime 1o Amciics in F,ﬁHIEV with
Witliam Penn and rose (o high oflice in the state. Tn 1868 ] lough carned his medical
f!cgrec Trema the University of Pennsylvania with a disscriation on sexual i;:')i'ildl{:'u
tion, it subject which sustained his litelong imerest A collector ol rare medicad
manescripts, he compited ihe st catalugue of medical e nabyula, ™ B
Dreawing his clientele from the chire cireles ol the Union Eoagrae and Philadelphia
f\tlzl.cli(' Cleb, Flough practiced oredicing in Phikadelphia in the carly 1874 l;'lll"{;llu
g e Europe and the Uokied States (o medical sehools, museuis aned Iihr';:ri(-a' i
search ol ihe billiographic scifaas tat fasciuaed him 1o the late 18805 he hcc;ﬁnc
a gontlenan farmer in Ewing Fownship near ‘Frenton, New Jersey, ran for political
r)ﬂlice, and pursued his manuscript coltecting with the advice and assistance nl'ltlrm'
printer and bibliophile, Robert Hoe. Mis collection tncuded an L;jg!l|.(.‘('.’H[fl-(v(_'ﬂiill' :
treatise by Robert Conper, Speculations nu the Mode and Appearanees ()/']m/;wq‘tz-m'r‘ma i::
the Haman Feale 2 ougl had this volume hound i e ihigh skin of the Jaticnt
whose body lad provided 1le occasion 1or 0is vwir Tieet dppearance in the medical
l_il.cr:llm‘t:. o volvimes, in [act, were bownd in thee slan o )_f\‘ll}ll')" Lyun, as i;v
|r,|c.n'r‘1cd frer, i tweniy-chght-yea-olkd rish widow deud ul‘(:mz.‘;nm].)l.inu i Plllil;;(]cl;
phia Hospital, the Aheshouse facility whore eesident phvsicians Jearmel their
niccical skills on paupers hodies, Y
/\uzur(ling to Hyleal inseriptions, Hough aatopsicd Mary Lynn and tanned hee
H(:shlm FRGY. The same your, bis article texinglizing hey Lugly wils publishod b lh—{‘
l?r.'ﬁ!‘nl"(ﬁl SJowvual of Medical STerce. That acticle, pasted it the Couper ‘mlumc
tescribed Houph's discovery in Mary Lynn's inuscle tssue of Hhe first l’flileu[clphi';
ase ol encysted wichina spiralis farome, e organisi Joseph Leidy lad spoteed il(l
sork. Tt yelated thatthe patient was visited ju iie huspi'tnl by [riends who ”jli\';i;}i.ﬂ)? ’
wought her Tuinn and Bologoa sausage, of which she ate eavenously,™ Pasted in mi
ame volure was a small printed item quoting a French journal, “La Halle aux
suirs.” It claimed that the Libravy of Mariborougls House in Yorkshire L‘()ﬂlilillt‘(’_l
WO hfu:ks bound in the skin of Mary Ratgi. 2 witch executed for musder early in
he nineteenih Century. These itetns pasted in the treasured volume by the illustri-
ws Couper, itsedl bound fn the tanacd skin of Hough's patien), were the focus- for
|1'rs:f: elements of Hough's textual identity: his desire for persenal recognition
cithin a textual tradition of medical expertise descended from the prestigious likes
T Couper, his practitioner’s knmvfc-dge of the esoteric crafl of human skin Vla;miuly
ipplied to bookbinding, and his upper-class avocation of rare-book collecting, Wh:?
onnections may be lashioned ainosg the tanner's skill, the physidan’s specialist
nc?licztl kiteswledge, and a fondness Tor rare, okt buoks, o Hlmninate our gras JngI"'l
ucm.l code that focates books bound in human hide in the libraries of L'iSliIlkg;IIiﬁilcsl
ysicians and colleciors? What, further, do such domnections el us ;l!‘)‘o.ui the
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velutionship of bodics wexts in lievawe plractice? Perbaps there are adedigienst daes
i the other hide-bowund books ol the Hough colleciion.

The Tivst is Robert Drelincowrts De Coneeplionae adversaria, Gound i dse taroned
weist skin o a man who dice at Phitadeiplia Hospital i 1869, Another anthropo
dernticadly Lound volume was the Catalagie des Sciences Médicales from the Biblin
théque Tmpériale, published at the order of the Entperor as two volumes, one ir
1851, a second i 1873, describing togetber some 33,946 items. ™ Both cualoguce
were bound in a single farge folio with a ebirographic note stating that the hinding
was skin Brom o T i Dieck, tnsed e LARF and Bonad e next ver

The dast hide-bound volunie i 1hie Hough collection, also Trom the skin of M
Lynn, was the seventeenth-century wext, Recueil des Secvets de Lowvse o genis, (v
first French book on midwifory written by a woman ' Louyse Bourgeois wi
midhwilfe to Marie d'Medici, qnecn of Heury IV ol France, 1o 1627 she wa
mistitkenly acensed by roval phasicians of Jeaving altorbivil in the womb of the
chehess soud cinsiog ber death frone childbed fever. Bourgeois was Bterate and i
been teained by her hushand, a stedent of the fomed obstetetcian and sunpeor
Ambrutse Paré, She defeaded hands-on practitionces agaisst Dor wxauadiv nine:
aceusers. By YOUT 1epOTT, ERE WIOlE, CYou eXpuse Your wier ignorance of wha
Tonsttiies a woman's aflerbirth. ... $o does your waster, Galen, wihe afthough
Bachelor amd with very linde midwilery prastice, presumed o teache midwives by
Back, shicl sliows than e knew absohoely sothing ofthe gravid womb, and Jess
the alterbirthe U She concluded, " Medicine is a scicrce cmbrachg wmany branche
such as phamnacy, and swrgery with its numbertess subdivisions, all of which depee
more_on Practice than on Theory™ Hough was sueely inrerested i Bor geai
contribndions 1o the study of premnspey. Notes in his ownr hand cmbetlish th
warging ol o copy of o lectnre on ber ile by Willkon GoodeH to the Philadelgln
County Aledical Socdiety. Her story dhanatizes the conthict between a hods e
cralt of healing and a exiatized, dicoretical medicine divercedt from dini
practice, wconfhet that renined nnresolved uatii the nineteem e centary,

Like Leidy, Hongh dhe eollecior was widely read and of hroad interests. Althnog
e ol Beidy's schiolady vank, he was the author of 30 papers on hvgicne, hiolog:
spectlative physiclogy, social seience, vitad ststistics. population aed political cooem
Ble was said to e sur suthiority on b nignsters, He invented a vagingdren
specahion and @ method of Greprool building, He Bad progressive Teanings. #
wrote arficles arguing that women unjustly paid highes life inswrance preminn
that men because ol o misconception sbout their greater Trabhie, tu Jows were
better Hfe insurange risk than other ethnic groups, and that contrary to conved
tional wisdom, mortality rates were better for rural than urban inhabitanis. A
articke be guthored for a poultry jouroal on techniques for producing desired-«
offspring in chickens was edited lor language the editor felt would offend “fastidiou
readers of his Bumily fournal. A devoted “wheelman,” Hough supported and helpe
build the first omcadamized roac in Mercer Coninty.

All this is detaited ina soraphbook of articles and correspondence sssembled |
Houglh to display his textual persona” Prominently placed is a chipping fromn
Trenton Fimes describing the disnond ving on Ws finger, a gilt of James Gores
Bennett, the five and burglar-proot vaule in which Hough ket his vavest books,
velluny page of the Guienberg Bible hanging in Tis dibrary and valoed ar 50, and




138
QUARTERLY JOURNAE OF SPEECH MAY 1

study, " large, cheerfal reont B 1erra cotta, with an open lire place, Tixarions
cliairs, handsome, crowded hook cases, and pictuwres and velics, the result of Dy,
Teugh's fourteen Lrips across the Atlantic.” The reporter deseribud how the subject
of lis story
1ok hook afier book in hand, calling some "beauty,” "marveluus gem," "nugget” and Tas
exquisite s vafuable,” spanping five contuties of lile with a most enwridning bridge of
kpowledue, which puciock of bistory, any, science and fiteratere, eofored and anlinatad iv g

high degree®

EHis prized books included a 1403 cdition ol Johances de Ketham's I"u.\.w‘('r{fu.s"
Medicinae, its full-page Hlusteations said Lo be among the arliest color prings of
individual organs. One of ther, “The Anatemy Lessan,” depicts a physician seated
inan elevited chair supervising the surgical dissection of a body, emblematically
portraying the privilege of the physician as master of the text W oversee the wonk of
practitioners,"

PHYSICK AND SURGERY: A TEXTUAL Divibe

11 is in the context ol the professtonalization ol medicine, especially SuFgery, that
the significance of the avocation of some medical pracitioners for collecting Iqucjks
Bounek i ran skin in the e nincteenth and early twentictl centurics bugins to
suggest itsell. We start with a briefaccount of the history (:E‘Ilm-:c.liczl} knouwledie as g
strugpie beiween the body aud tlig text, Centuries of conliic ht:i}vccn knmlvlu.lgu
able fn';ltiiiiutatg!'s of the body and masters of lexiual and lihcm ctical expertise llftd
given rise (o a divide in European wedicine hetween the fnwlicctual ant of pil)-"sujk
and the praciical vt ol surgery. In this struggle cluimanis w textual mastery sciecd

the permanent advantage. -

The Chtistizn docarine of the physical sesugrectivn ol th corpse was one soutce ol
len‘.'ii?‘)—iﬁ?@.\r;gﬁ knnwlcdgé derived from analyzing texis, a kind of dissection, and
from dissecting bodics, a kind of analysis. Medical praciice oFall kinds was suspect
amunig the Diglest ranks of the cergy and e.lcc;m.ni{;mix.:tl I;y'spc-:c:[mz doctrinal
disapproval of anatomical dissection. Traditional belicts about the essential connec-
tion belween the body and the soul for a specified period loflowing deatls, along with
traditional customss that placed the corpse at the center of funerary rites, staked
popular fears of nmedical grave-robbiug, and nourished popuiar resistance to
dissectivn well into the nineteenth century. .

Medieval medicine was a textual discipline. Its great suthorily was Galen, for
whom surgery was only one treatment among many, and whose anatopiical evi-
deuce came from apes and pigs, traditionally despised animals, instead of human
bodies. In 1163 the Council of Tours lorbade clerical physicians to practice any
treatntent that shed blood. Along with dentistry and bloodietting, surgery became a
practice of tainted crafisimen and itinerant wradesmen such as b:{!'htrs, hathikeepers
and sow-gelders, all of whom were vutside Gharch r.jrg;méz;luim1."" . .

Bruring the Renaissance, the gradual weakening of ecclesiastical z;ullmr'lll)—' permil-
ted artists to study the buman body by dissecting cadavers. Conlidence in 'clcnc;:l
physicians who could lide ameliorate the eftects of war and disease clc(‘:!med s
banlelield surgeoirs made significant gains in surgical knowledge. While some
Continental surgeons attended universities and taught as members of faculties, few
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enjoyed oguat staas o pay with physicians, In England, most surgeons did vot T
wniversity teaining, ik shost pradtitioners were barbee-surgeons practiciog and
the auihority of local guoild kew. The sixteenth century saw a codification of
separation bewween literate physicians and artisan surgeons. Physicians dist
guished themselves from surgeons, and surgeons distinguished themselves o
barbers. The physician claimed the right 1o practice surgery #s a pavt of physic
wlich e interpreted as o privilege 1o direct the surgeon. The physician oft
veceived bis depree without ever examining a patient. His training was alme
entirely acadeinic and chssical,

o Englaad, the chiarter granted o the United Gompany of Barber-Surgeons
1540 restrictect barbors” surgical operations and entitled the Company to the hods
of fiur excented criminals cacl year “for the purpose ol dissecton and sy
anmtomy.” By 1752 a pwliamentary act gave judges the Tathude o substin
dissection of the executed corpse For gibbeting in chaing in murder seotences, Ro
Richirdson poings out that granting plysidans the vigli 1o dissedt crioisal corgr
mueke them exeentors "mML‘.}:’ areel reanforced the perception that sodin
anbious Surgenis and prevsicians soflered the poor and enteast as coananiic
neeessary to theiv work, but otherwise a nuisance olass. A least o prhveici
recognized the contradiction. Wil Horner, @ colleague of Lendv's: aeged of
“every legistetu e shoald abolisl that which consigns the hodies of malcfiv iors wa
surgeons as the last act of nonan degradation,”™ Medically stabled cbaaind
institwtions conferved @ public motive of hamunity on doctors whose stios v
advanced on the backs of those helplessty withing nleamanity by dogirs
vationadized as i recessity of cinical detaclinent. Any gap in this ierpeetastion v
gustificd by caims that those who were useless to society me D¢ maghi oo

themselves i dody,
mmvuiiuhilily of chintead expericnce at Oxford and Cambiidy
which {urnished the degrees necessary for admission 1o the Roval College
Pliysicians, was scen as an edveativnad Bability, The manopoly of the Courpann
Barber-Surgeons on the work ol dissecting hodies nurcde systematic anatomis
teaching legally impossible. London and Edinburgh atiempted to G this gap
cowbining the resources of the hospiials, that is, the indigent sick, with 2 un
aggressive medical corriculum ™ Ouher solutions emerged o privale anator
scligols like the one opeved in E748 by Williaon Hunter (171817631, the fuie
Physician Extraordinay to Queen Charlotte, a precwrsor 1o his fiunous aston
school with its own musewin. Flustter had no legal source of cadavers, bt f
connections with resurecctimusts enabled him to offer every student access (o
individual corpse in the French manner of teaching, His student and voung
brother Jolin Humer (1728-1794), a key figure in the development of cosprpaat:
apatosy and experimental surgery in Britain (and the reputed possessar o
treatise on pathological dermatology Gound ina healthy cured husan skind atase
a still move amous anasurnicad suscusir that became the basis ol the collegtion aet
Royul College of Surgeons in Londais. All major medical centers had suclc coll:
tions by the nineteenth century.

The symbolic batdeground on which the medicat hody and text metis depicted
the story of John Hnater's first meeting with Phifip Syng Phvsick, the fivst pofes
of surgery of the medical schoot of the College of Phifadelplia, Phvsick’s Fal
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hrowght his to London to be apprenticed 1o Hunter, whose rough, unschiooled
cxderior and surgical brillance were legendiory:

Wlhen asked Iy the father what books Iis sun wonld be cxpecieed o mead, Haer with
characteristie teree and Grornestaess saids *Sie, follow v Twilbshiow o the books vous son
Fras o sty sl leading the way (o the disseciing-+oom, he puinted w0 severad bindies,
adding, "Fhese e the books which yone son will Teava wnder ay b ection; tre athers are
§it for vory firfle. "

A more democratic tradstion of apprenticeship and the absence of ananistocratic
elass ereated o less hievarchical medical profussion in the United States.™ The Trst
medical sehool in the colonies opencd in 1765 at the Gollege of Philadelphig ey
the University of Pennsylvania 1ts success was parily due o its provision of dlinical
experience through ready access to hospital (acilities, This valuation of clinical
traiaing strengthened the link beiween the University of Icnnn'.)Ivdum mcdical
school amd Blockley Vospital, the rewdiest source of eadavers in the dty. By
mid-nineteanh century, the well established industiy by which the Ahnshouse
produced bodies for cinieal instruction sl surgical demounstirations Tad given rise
o popular uncase aboot suspected abuses sullicient to set ol oceastonal riots,

Flaving thus acquived skill in the tacidy authorized, but still disturbing, violation
of the sanctity ol the corpse, anatomists and surgeons joined physicians i a lterate
quest for greater social and professional status during the nineteenth century. The
sensitivity of the social and mora) burders at issue is suggested ina recollection by o
Professor Eneritus of Obstetrics at the University of Penusylvania, concerning his
entrance o medical school in 1880 in a dcplusui state because of his fnily's
disapproval of his closen occupation. Theoperator in his first course at the surgical
clinic “belonged to the old schoot of surgeons who gloried b making an operation
look as gruesome as pussible, among other things holding the knife in their teeth
when iU was not in use"™ Surgeons, medical craltsmen who worked with their
hands, bc;.,(lll to make thelr reputations by bricating lextual knowledge as well as
by apps Lnuu:slup and demuvnstration. They gained prestige and power by u,xmah/m
ing their patients’ bodies, and displayed themselves accordingly.

Scholars have neglected the close connection between textuality and the history of

medical professivialization, though its spedal markers—degrees, lcenses, amd
learned and professional secieties organized arouwind textual production and commu-
wication-—all testify to the prestige of textual modes. Arnold Thackray bas written
thal nincleenth-century scientilic discourse was p wode of cultural self-expression
for legitimating sociadly marginal men, and that the chetoric of sciesice tar exceeded
its therapeutic ellicacy lor most of the century.® Science was what its various
champions, seeking to justily prolessional prevogatives and enbunce socioccononiic
stature, said it was. Amoug physiciau users of the new rhetorie, the term scientific
was an expert designation signilying texiual nustery and produdion.

Increasing textual dewmands were placed on nineteenth-ceniury practitioness. In
1848 the Hedgling American Medical bm:e%y issued the first report ollits Coiniies
on Medicnl Literature, Teammed the major medica! joursals for its members and
described wlan good medical aeticles ought to be like,Y The report Jamented that
Operative Swrgery, its practical “lundicrsft” character manilest in s vaditionsd
namie of chirurgery, had the Jargest number ol published contibutions to show tor
the vear at the expense of “higher” fields like anatomy and physiotogy, Being
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preesunadidy more theorctical, these fickds would be more amenable o texrs
‘,'lil})”’;ii‘l()“.

The Jollowing year the commintee spedled out its goals, Emploving a vivid songai
metaphor for the exsual passition deomed essential o the student and 1y
profession. the Comanitice argued:

e imcleaad powers s Be disciphived and teained o aadiorship s Tika dhe maned i
wdergoing cotlegine calime, The pen mast be Saniliae so e Band, cre the fingers
comtract any of the vigid jomohilivy. of ages for i ot carly Tonilin o heir endeared
embyace, it wilf vielha very rehigonsat aibane o scienoe,™ ’

Preceptors must denuusd writion commsonicatinns from studenis, Medienl societic
must ofler prizes for good essays. “The Faculties of our sedical schoals shonie
themsedves, present the exinples and the models of wiiting™ by disseminatin
“substantial proolste—that s, wxis—wo demonstrate their cotmitment 1o th
progress ol medical knowledge,

Foral demonstration had once ocoupied pride of place in the display of aredic:
expertise, the new standard wus textd, "Skillbul diagnoses, judicions medication
ot bold and successtul operimion, iF ot properly recorded,” wrate Joha Sha
Billings in 1876, "heneliv the individual only, not being available for tese compan
sots wnd Iigher generalizations which alone can make medicine a sciepee.”™
prominent surgeon, librarvisn, and statistician, Bitlings (1838-1913) built a nation;
medicab ihrary in the Surgeon-General's Office, collected medical statistics durin
the Civil War, and founded the Tndre Medicns, the major catalogue of medic
research in the United Sustes. He counted a single medical book by an America
auther ar the beginning of the Revoelutionsry War, three veprints, apd about twern
painphicis, By 1876, there were 1,176 lirst and later editions of micdical 1esis, 34
volunses of medicad society sransactions, and 1,274 frst and lter Awserican odision
of foretgn reprints, ™ Between 1797 and 1850, 117 medical journals were hegun
the United States; 275 were pubdished by the end of the centary, Tn [800 1)
couniry boasted (mf} [our medical colleges. By 1877 there were 749

ANTHROPOBERMIC DIspPray .

Each of the expensively bound antduopadermic volumes in Phifadelphia wis o
upper-class creation of a prestige artifact_fabricated lterally out of the grotosgs,
‘Dodics of the poor and dispossessed, Books bownd in B skin were desioes 1
enhance the social position olthelr owners, exhibiting e as connoisseurs of fingd
crafied objects accummlated by a discriminating class, andd as priestly magiciar
transfornting the bodics ml Tates of others. This display of invisible o o
precisely, disguiscd, hodics—ance pitilessly exposed, wlovery g doca i st

ers, now dressed up in fine hindmgs—was impeccably tasteful. While e mesdic.

violatior ol the pasper's body marked i as Other by depraving # of the dignitss of
own physical bonndiics, its visible identiy as somcone’s oy, and s custosn
cdiuralwdormment, the lierate appropsiaton ofthe donuded Other clainsed i as
token of ihe H)]l!l)t’h( Botrgeors Sody—losed, smooth, sl o ificd T TTe 1
fody reconstinted as Ingh lnmflny was male covering and conceahisent Tor the
discimbodicd hourgeois ioxt : -
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Baklitin's notion of the classical and grotesque body as key terms has much to
offer the analysis of anthropodermic bindings as a discourse of social and cubtural
borders.® The book Lound by physicians in human skin contrasts the sociaily
elevated and inviolable body of the medical practitioner with the grotesque and
permeable body of the patient-pauper, its orifices multiplied, their horror exagger-
ated by gaping wounds medically inflicted, If assisting patients is the physician’s
vocation, the nineteenth century is a narrative of patients helping doctors or, put a
different way, of helpless but willy-nilly helpful paupers powerless to resist a medical
establishment in need of them as raw material. Warehoused in hospitals and
poorhouses, at the mercy ol a science filtered through professional minbiton, it is
littte wonder the poor developed a persistent folklore aclive into recent meniogy, i
which those of theii number who went to the hospital never came back.

The buman hide-bound book was situated in the scholar's library and the
ttuseur, cntitied private places of hourgeois prevogaiive, marked off for the
conteimplation of exotic souveniss of the Other and layering cultivated gentifity over
what anight otherwise appear as barbarous approprinion, As an expression of
bourgevis seil-possession at a point of wworal ambivalence and sensitivity, the bovk
bound in human skin was a talisian to ward ol the ghosts of the slain, a device for
re-framing as cuitivated refinement some lingering guilt for the transgression of
powerful bodily taboos, a Freudian manifestation “of remorse, of admiration lor the
enenty, and ol'a bad conscience for having killed hia""5 Bosrowing the arguineiit ol

Norbert Elias that the disciplined body is fundamental to bourgeois sensibility, it

tollows that disgusting bodies cannot be bourgeois. Since ali bodies ate potentially
isgrrsting, pains must be taken to segregate bourgeois bodies (rom vthers. “What is
it which makes us dilfer from the most degraded inwates of this house?” asked
David Hayes Agnew, a celebrated surgeun who was a colleague of Leidy's and a
chronicler of the Philadelphia Almshouse, beseeching his colicagues for more
charitable treatnieni of its inmates. "Nothing; really nothing, by the grace of God.™™
Partly because of the risks implied by this confusion, the budy of the pauper could
be violated, invaded and re-formed. The Other as raw resource, unpleasan
malodorous, deprived of any saving cultural grace, but above all vulnerable an
abject, was to be sacrificed, purified, and physically, socially and cogritively recos
structed as disenibodied culture, as text. As pauper-patient, the Gther was violently
corporealized; as cotpse, decorporealized, or stripped of identifying bodily singular-
ity, and transformed into an elegant bibliographic artifact beal‘igg_l%sertlblailgf
to the grotesque body from which it had heen made. Suitably admissibic @ e
library of the bourgeois physician, the anthropodermically bound book was a tsphy
to professional skill and textual connoisseurship used aggressively against one class
for the sake of defining anotheg. 1t was, at the same time, an expigtion ol the sacrifice
of the Tormer €fass through totems of appeasement, aflfection, nd pride lovingly
crafted by the latter. What made it morally defensible to use the poor in this fashion,
a rationale proue to slippage and in constant need of refurbishing, as periodic
scandals suggest, was the sodial consipuction of the indigent and gutcast as surplus
people good for little except their own degraded bodily pleasures, but useful at teast
tor medical science or, in se_ of the bound book, for jil]ﬁy__!gi}lg__th&g&&(i{jﬁ
intellectual interests of medical practitioners.™
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Binding fine books in the skius of the poor carved out of their distress # soci:
donain ol order, civility, and decorum. Like medical body-snatching, it made of (h
poor & resource for the producton of physicians, The human hide-bound boao
constituted part of the cultural identity of the physician to when it befonged b
delining its quner’s distance from the powerless, while effacing the conditions of it

production so as not to risk bourgeois sensibilities. 1 hat these sensibilities were o
risk was evident from the diary of Willixm F. Horner's trip to Europe in 1821 ¢
inspect the principal Eucopean anatomical schools and collections, and to meet witl
such medical luminarics as Sir Asttey Cooper, one of the most faunoeus resurrection
ists of his day.® Horner was deeply shocked by a visit to the Anatomical Theater ¢
Amsterdam:

Asingular and disgusiing taste is displayed here in having the skeletons of men dressed up
with their old lats, wigs, cassocks, pantaloons, ete.

The women with their caps, pelticoats, jackels, eic., trey are thiefy and whares wha were
hung. -

The skeleton of pie man in prrtioalas dressed up, mounted on a mule with the horn
whith sownded before Bing as lie went o e execulion,

This barbarous aste give a degree of glogniness to the hissiness which I scaicely ever fch
on visiting a collection hefore and interfered miaech with the pleasure 1 should atlicrwise
have feltin the veflection that |am now wnder the toof hallowed by the labors ul{Frederic)
Ruys(clh.®

In Hosner's view, the proprietors of the famous anatomical amsplitheater had e
sulliciently erased the corporealized existence of these medical subjects in transforn
ing them imto products of the abor of distinguished physicians. This failure |
reconstruct them to the specifications of the non-theatrical, non-moralizing, scier
~ i, collection Horner may have had in mind can be traced to the history of th
“ Lontinental amphitheater as the scuting of o, permanent muorality play for gener;
< A tio ?s :_)f' popular audiences at the public anatonties conducted there. Popular tex:

\g_&'\ gnd pictures made much of the cycles of life and death and goud and evil that wer

prominent themes in these traditional fétes, the sulijects of which were mostly felon

Ao < _amntil the Jate sevenieenth centu ry.% Amsterdam’s rival, Leiden, had six galleric

ith seating for several hundred observers. Seventeenth-century prints show an
nated skeletons displayed there with “messages of moralizing intent. % Bologn:
. Where public anatomy originated at the beginning of the fourteenth century, ha
constructed by mid-sixteenth century a “sumptuous and lordly™ theater, the site fis
150 years of theatrically splendid public anatomies attended by scholars, represent:
tives of Church and city, and gpectatars who wore masks whesi anatomies ook plac
during Carnival, as they regularly did.

in its display of anthiopodermic curiosities, the scholar's library rejected th
., overtly meralizing fogic, Tn anthropodermic bookbindings the bodies of the powm

7 stripped of culwral signifiers, were decorporealized into pure text that evade
1"/(/”/ questions of morality by concealing both the circumstances and materials of textu:

o

&g production.” I, for us, the manufacture of artificts from human skin recall
s por Nazism, the most relevant reference for Joseph Leidy and John Hough was th

- 4 B - - - . -

Y0 public anatomy. By comparison, their own appropriation of human skin wa

refined, genteel, and even a lond tribute to its original inhabitants. The visib!
connection of these bindings o the bodies they had been was almost completel

¥



44
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF SPEECH MAY (994

concealed. Anthropodermic bindings are easily mistaken for pigskin, morocco,
deerskin and even sheepskin,™ Notice of their special character had invariably 1o be
taken in inscription. The variability of their appearance suggests the plasticit)j of
meanings and statuses assigned them. Such interpretive flexibility in the pliysical
ghjecUwassocially nseful. . .

The binding of books in human skin by pliysicians has a powerfully suggestive
relationship to the emerging professional medical practice of transforming patients
into texts. The anthropodermically bound book combined the surgeon-anatomist's
craft as a cutter of flesh with the Jiterate prestige of the medical schiolar, 1f the book
bound in human skin was a finely worked objet, it also concealed its true relationship
to the paticut-body that formed the raw material of the doctor's profession and
effected his commugity standing.” The choice of technical or esoteric medical texts
for biuding rellects the social exclusivity of a profession that gearded its initiatory
secrets in complex rituals of bodily and textual practice, Unlike the operating
theater in the charitable institution that provided a stage 1o display the surgeon’s
skili, o1 the dranatic and moratistic riteals ol the public anatomy, the finely bound
book contcealed is character in the high-culiure places of the Nbrary, the study, and
the specialist scientific museum with admicable discretion. ‘ )

But what have Joseph Leidy, jolin Hough, and other collector-physicians to do
with persistent tales of Nazi bookbindings? Perhaps what is remembered in the
attachment of bookbinding stories to grins and disturbing tales about Nazi doctors as
extractors of tecth and Hayers of skin, doctors who are simultaneously Other and
Bamiliar, are the [rightening and seemingly irresistible purposes of those with
unfimited control, administered in the name of a superiorizing science, over bodies
charged to their care. Perhaps these stories'recall and revivify earlier memories of
victimized hurman {lesh,

Aletter 1o the editor obthe St Lowis Post-Dispaich suggests that stories ol physicians

-and human hide artifacts were available to popular consciousness in the Jate

nineteenth century, and not enly esoteric, if reasenably frequent, curlosities in the
columns of bibliographic jourvals. This letter reported the testimony of “solid
citizens” that tanning huwman skin was a pot unusual, if little known, business of hide
and leather tanners.” “"Chiefly surgeons and physicians’” were said to be consumers
of “pocket-buoks, spectacle cases” and other itenis, “Many physicians use bags made
of human skin to hold their more delicate instruments, and say it is the best material
fromy which such an article can be made.” A prominent surgeon’s wife was said to
carry a purse made from the skin of one of her husband’s patients. It was claimed
that two New York coroners and "most of the young surgeons in our hospitals™ had
instrument bags of human skin. This account adiuits to the “ghastly” char‘acter’ of
the practice with a well-mannered shudder, bui there is a tone of identification with
the practitioners, perhaps even envy, It is a strange practice, almost not {0. be
discussed in public, but there is noue of the horror of violated Christian doclrine,
and doctors were said to affect it "not altogether as a fad, but amatter ol business.” It
is a tolerant, interested, even amused secret in a secular middle-class newspaper

addressing a world in which physicians were respected by these who tould atlerd’

them.
“Gruesome and elaborate popular traditions of stories about the preparation and
uses of human hide are scattered throughout historical sources in sensational

K]
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combinations of truth apd falsehood. ‘Fales of Nazis binding books with the huma
integument constitute one such tradition.”® If popular culture has inserted human
hide boukbinding into the catalogue of Nazi atrocities, removing it [rom ch
memory of its lormer association with respectable doctors to attach it to the practic
of doctors gone mad, sundering in this process a critical historical link that makes ;
avaitable for inspection, there remains only 10 speculate on the relevance of all thi
for the antics of Charles Manson. Manson appears to 'us not as a disreputabl
inversion of reputable doctors, but us a nionstrous challenge o notions of legitima.
authority. Carved vt bodies brutally murdered far reasons diflicult_to grasp, th
textual practices of Manson's [ollowers were direct, violative, and crude. Not dis
iy possess as a group the resources of socal station to (ranslorni theie barhari
practices into justifiable and necessary acts. By textualizing the bodies of victims widl
the ink of their own blood, by appropriating the hodies of victims lor any textual us
at all, Manson and lis followers flirted dangerously witli body-ﬂj)])reprialing am
power-conferringlitevacy in a way that contribuies to pepular Fascination witl an.
revulsion toward their crimes, That insiders in the contemporary uses of Blerae
which mcans all socially functional literates, know Healter Skelier was misspelled

lielps shatter the spell c)l'lhat‘l_y_'_y_{_;ﬂlg corporealized text, but can hay diy dispel th

fear ofits power.

NoTES
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YConfessionad aud auteblographival writing acknewledge an cmbodied aothorial voice, and contrived
cmbadicd voices are common in fiction, As a general rule, the more formal the prose, the more distanced its
language lrom explicit embodiment. Experiimental weiting that challenges this rule predictably positons itselfas
subversive,
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MAuthor's trenslation, | am grateful to Dennis Marson for a transeription of the original French.
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merchant with a reputation for selling the best cels In tawr until the seered of thely nourisfuncnd became koown,
and Agaew's reputation sulfered. Thomes Eakins's group portrait, The Apney Clinie, was based on an 1880
photograph, perhaps taken by Eadweard Muybridge. The portrait was ceised of Bloody bands wnd gowns at
Agnew's requusl.

651 ke residual tales of Nazi doctars, this persistent construction of the poor has vesuelaced Gy a vecent luroy
over 2 Milwaukee politician's proposal to sell the organs of dead wellare recipients to reduce county burisl
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Cali to Scll Oiganz of Poor People,” Meaw York Tine, 21 July 1990) His teaarks paralfel arguments m the
grave-robling debate arsund the Philadelphia Almshouse in L3, cted by prosesting Board members: "[A]s
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wiediuan (Thempson, 15), Paul Kevsten described the skin he used to bind the Fricdenthal volume: "The grain
L -resanbled a mixture of kirge-grained goatskin and pigskig the portdon representing the back had the
coarser grain while the breast and Leily areas were smaller grained, 1 thickness it corresponded i moracco
teather. . . . 1t had a very considerable toughness and was somewhat difficult 10 work to a smaoth surface singe
the grain extended rather deeply into the skin, much s in pigsking otherwise it fell tike morocco feather, and
wore ool white i would be taken Tor suc, (O Malley, 447).

Mt is instructive W compare the ideglogical tensions surrounding the invention of the public art onusenm
during the French Revolution with those atending the anatomical schosland its collections, Revelutionary and
Napuleonic planderers dainied 1o have seized aristociatic ant for o Figher purpose alier is original possessors
had neglectedd and mistreated thetr treasures. “INworks ofartare to be gathered together for the moval, cufteral
and esthetic benehit of the people of #aris or London or New, Yok, Linda Nechlis obsorves, they mst be
“ripped Joose from their osiginal Tanctions orseitings o be taken away Fom sume previoss owner—ither
wilfing or not.” ("Musewns andd Radicals: A History of Bmergeucies,” Arf in Awerive, 58 ifuly-Aagust, 1571z
28.-94). This is the mirror immge of the debate about paupers’ badies, which physicius argued were
appropriable for the sake of the universal knowledge of humankind, espedally in the conditon of selfacglect
and alruse in wlich their owrers had Heed trede Hives, Fopubio mianilestos againsihigh oz lioee often comgpared
museumns with lileless couneteries, “something pure and expensive W do with the ljc;\d and Buried”

P his aewspaper cipping was pasied into the flyleal ol the Cotalng e des Seiences Medfeales, one ol the volumes
bound by john Stockten Hlough, CF footnote 42, Boots made Trom hunan skin were exhibited in die 18706
Centensial Exhibiton n Plitadelphia by the Deparunent of futerior near the Ladian Deparunent Exlabi. The
Loots, 14 inches high, were suppiimi by H. & A Mahrenholz, shoemakers in New York Cluy, along with boots of
ailigator, anacenda, and boa constrictor “to shew what ¢ould be made out ol howan skin as well as any other
skin. They are not made fo wear which of course you understand, but only for the novelty of the {9th Cepury,
something that is {sic] never been exhibited belore, Woren might sheink fronisecing them, as well as some men
yetdo not! Qur mostrefined fashinable [sic} women wear the haiv ol dead persons on thelr head. Should you not
feet disposed to exhibit the lamioy Boots in the Centennlal Building. As you suggested you will be kind enough
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to returo them to us, and exhibit the ader 2 Paie yet i you oxhibis the human Boots also, we will danate oy
tiree Pr. for Smithsonian.” Correspamlence hotwees Mabrenbol amd nervous Smitisonian allicials .rc\r"al'
}l_ml the boats were made “ram o anale sebjetts old men, off the Stomach of rubnp te the buck of the !mm.-
Phae story appears in Jour fetters: FE e AL Mabrenholr tn Peof, Spences F. Baird, Fely, 16, 1876; Mahsrnlinl, l‘*
Baird, Mar. 16, 1876, Mahrenholz w Daisd, Apr 8, 1876; and Mahresholr 1o Baird, Apr. 15 18‘:?'6 Collectiom o
1l|(e’l)i\iii(m of Agricubture and Natweal Resources, National Museusn of American 1¥istory, ' - o
7-:Mm e recently, sinies of Ed Gein, a Wisconsin mass murderer who tanned the skin of Nis victims to make »
variety of hizarre anifacts, appeared in newspaper articies, -hooks, and a popular song remembered by o
F(lilcagnc growing up in nearby Minnesota i the 19505, Particulars of the ploc of Alfred Hitchaoek's 15 r’;m
inclading Murinan Bates's psychofugial atribuies, are ssid 1o bave been based on the Gein murders 'Sr:'}l‘lﬂ:
Levin and James Alan Fox, Mass Murder: damerica’s Crinoing Menace (Mew York: Plernn Press 1985)'?;—5' _All-_;u
Francois Truflaut, fhitcheoch/ Truffaut {New York: Simon and Schuster, 1967) 205, ' ’



